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Bricks from The Sixteen Thousand installation to be
retained as part of Fruit Market regeneration
Bricks from The Sixteen Thousand, the hugely popular art installation currently on show at
Unit 1 @TheDock, adjacent to C4DI in Hull, are to be retained as part of the regeneration
of the Fruit Market, it was announced today.
The Sixteen Thousand is a unique Hull 2017 learning and participation project involving
around 150 nursery schools, early years' settings and children's centres in Hull. It saw
around 16,000 children in the city under the age of five offered the chance to decorate
one clay brick each. After being fired in a kiln the resulting bricks became part of the
impressive installation, which has been on display overlooking Stage@TheDock in the Fruit
Market since 2 October.
Devised as a participation project to get youngsters in Hull working with clay and helping
make a collaborative artwork The Sixteen Thousand was intended to be temporary.
Following discussions with Hull 2017, Wykeland Beal, the joint venture company working in
partnership with Hull City Council to redevelop the Fruit Market, now plans to incorporate
some of the bricks in a future development.
Dominic Gibbons, Managing Director at Wykeland Group, speaking on behalf of Wykeland
Beal, said: "We're delighted to be working with Hull 2017 to incorporate some of the bricks
into our plans for the Fruit Market. The Sixteen Thousand is a wonderful project and it’s
been inspiring to see so many of the city's youngsters involved. Even though it’s a
temporary project it feels very apt to be able to create a legacy from it within Hull's
creative and cultural quarter.
"We’re now considering how best we can use the bricks and ensure the creativity of so
many young people is preserved as part of the exciting rejuvenation of the Fruit Market.
Watch this space for further news."
In addition to Wykeland Beal's plans, some of the nurseries and other organisations
involved in the project are taking an allocation of bricks after the installation closes this
Sunday 5 November. A number of parents of children have also said they would like to
have a brick for their child as a memento for taking part.
Martin Green, Director of Hull UK City of Culture 2017, said: "The Sixteen Thousand has
been a resounding success at every stage of the way, from the creative sessions across all
of the city's nurseries, children's centres and early years' settings, which saw children
getting the opportunity to play with clay and make their own unique mark on a brick, to
the hugely popular installation that so many have enjoyed over the last month. We are
therefore thrilled that Wykeland Beal wants to use some of the bricks as a permanent
reminder of this great project."

The 16 tonnes of clay used for the project were quarried locally and supplied by
Broomfleet-based roof tile factory Wienerberger, the UK's leading provider of wall, roof
and landscaping solutions.
Ian Martinson, Heritage Services & Factory 3 Team Leader at Wienerberger, said: "Clay is
the oldest artistic material and has been used for centuries to create both practical and
aesthetic pieces, from making containers to store and transport food in pre-historic times,
to the decorative vases of the Ming Dynasty. This has been an inspiring project to be
involved during Hull's City of Culture year and it is brilliant to know that the bricks will
have a life after the installation is over, not just as part of the nature reserve we will be
creating, but also as part of the Fruit Market."
The Sixteen Thousand closes on Sunday 5 November. Parents whose children have taken
part in the project will have the opportunity to collect a brick as a memento from 1pm.
There will be further collections at the former Staples building at Myton Street Retail Park
in Hull from 6pm-9pm on Friday 17 November and 10am-1pm on Saturday 18 November.
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NOTES TO EDITORS
Hull UK City of Culture 2017
Hull UK City of Culture 2017 is a 365 day programme of cultural events and creativity inspired by
the city and told to the world. Hull secured the title of UK City of Culture 2017 in November 2013.
It is only the second city to hold the title and the first in England. Divided into four seasons, this
nationally significant event draws on the distinctive spirit of the city and the artists, writers,
directors, musicians, revolutionaries and thinkers that have contributed to the development of art
and ideas.
The Culture Company was set up to deliver the Hull 2017 programme and is an independent
organisation with charitable status. It has raised £32 million, with over 70 partners supporting the
project, including public bodies, trusts and foundations and local and national businesses. Key
contributions are coming from: Host City – Hull City Council; Principal Partners - Arts Council
England, BBC, Big Lottery Fund, East Riding of Yorkshire Council, Heritage Lottery Fund, KCOM,
KWL, Spirit of 2012, Yorkshire Water and the University of Hull; Major Partners –Associated British
Ports, Arco, BP, the British Council, British Film Institute, Green Port Hull, Hull Clinical
Commissioning Group, MKM Building Supplies, P&O Ferries, Paul Hamlyn Foundation, Sewell Group,
Siemens, Smith & Nephew and Wykeland Group. The National Lottery has contributed more than
£10m of this funding, making it the largest single funding body for Hull 2017.
For information go to www.hull2017.co.uk Follow us on Twitter @2017Hull Instagram @2017hull
Facebook HullCityofCulture
The Fruit Market
The Fruit Market has been an area of economic activity for 200 years and was the centre of Hull’s
wholesale fruit and vegetable trade until 2009. In recent years it found a new role as the heart of
the city’s vibrant festival scene and as an artistic and cultural hub.
The £80m rejuvenation of the Fruit Market is being driven forward by regeneration company
Wykeland Group and residential developer Beal Homes. The two long-established Hull companies
have formed a joint venture company, Wykeland Beal, to breathe new life into the Fruit Market, in
partnership with Hull City Council.
Wykeland and Beal each have almost 50 years history as private, locally owned and managed
businesses, with exemplary track records in delivering high-quality residential, commercial and
retail schemes. The ambition is to create an “urban village” featuring business, arts, culture, retail
and leisure uses, together with 101 new, mews-style homes, in and among the waterside district’s
warehouses and cobbled streets.

The latest plans build on a wave of investment, including Wykeland’s £15m @TheDock
development, which features the Centre for Digital Innovation (C4DI) tech hub and Stage
@TheDock, a 350-seat amphitheatre created within Hull’s historic Central Dry Dock. In recent years
the Fruit Market’s resurgence has attracted a host of new businesses and the area is now home to
more than 100 companies employing hundreds of people.
For further information go to www.fruitmarkethull.co.uk

